
Solar power generation in the 1950s and
1960s

About half of all papers that were presented at the conference discussed applications of solar energy,

showcasing an international effort to develop solar power.

Between 1957 and 1960, Hoffman Electronics made a number of ...

Major milestones in the development of solar energy technology include the discovery of photovoltaic effect

by Alexandre Edmond Becquerel in 1839, the creation of the first silicon ...

Technology roadmaps for the future outline the research and development path to full competitiveness of

concentrating solar power (CSP) with conventional power generation technologies within a decade.

Learn more about the long history of solar power and how modern public policy choices can change how the

technology is implemented.

This experimentation with solar homes took place decades before photovoltaics became feasible as a way to

turn sunlight into electricity, and long before the counter-cultural developments of the 1960s ...

Hoffman Electronics creates 9% efficient solar cells. Vanguard I, the first solar-powered satellite, was

launched with a 0.1 W, 100 cm 2 solar panel. 1959 - Hoffman Electronics creates a 10% efficient ...

Between 1957 and 1960, Hoffman Electronics made a number of breakthroughs with photovoltaic efficiency,

improving the efficiency record from 8% to 14%.

The first conventional photovoltaic cells were produced in the late 1950s, and throughout the 1960s were

principally used to provide electrical power for earth-orbiting satellites.

Giant leaps in solar technology took place in the 1950s, with efficiency increasing by 14% in 1960 alone. The

space race created a demand for sustainable solar energy on rockets and spaceships.

In 1959, the US launched Explorer 6 launched with wing-shaped solar arrays consisting of Hoffman solar

cells. By 1960, solar cells were the main power source for orbiting satellites and probes.
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